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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, SF 

SUB J : JOHANNESBURG NEWSPAPER CLAIMS INFORMATION ON SMIT MURDERS 

1 . SUNDAY TIMES (JANUARY 22) CARRIED BANNER HEADLINE ALLEGING 
THATMURDERS OF DR. SMIT AND WIFE (NATIONALIST PARLIAMENTARY 
CANDIDATE FOR SPRINGS) WERE EITHER DUE TO SMITS' KNOWLEDGE OF 
INVESTIGATIONS INTO FRAUDULENT PRACTICES OF SOME COMPANIES 
ILLEGALLY RECEIVING REBATES FROM SAG BY SUBMISSION FALSIFIED 
EXPORT DATA, OR TO SMITS' OWN PARTICIPATION OR COLLABORATION 
IN SUCH PRACTICES. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE SPECULATION CONCERNING THE SMIT MURDERS 
HAS SURFACED REPEATEDLY IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS, INCLUDING 
FREQUENT SENSATIONAL AND UNSUBSTANTIATED REPORTS, THERE SEEMS 
TO BE AN INCREASING BODY OF CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE INDICATING 
THAT THE SMIT MURDERS WERE NOT POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. 

AS THE SUNDAY TIMES, HOWEVER, DOES NOT HAVE A PARTICULARLY GOOD 
RECORD IN TERMS OF RELIABILITY, PARTICULARLY IN REGARD TO 
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THE SMIT MURDERS, IT WOULD BE PRUDENT TO CONSIDER SUNDAY TIMES 
STORYVERY SPECULATIVE. 

JOHNSON 
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